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A maior (and tasting) weather pattern change in the second week of December 
turned the month into a Jekyll and Hyde act. Early December brought a 
continuation of the snowy November weather, but then the long-wave pattern 


shifted and established an impenetrabie ridoe over the West. The result? A 
severe constriction of the snow spiaqot. 


No snow at all fell in the Cascades from the 9th to 29ths in the Sierra trom 
the 12th to 29th: at Sun Valley, ID from the iOth to Zists in Utah from the 
1ith to 29th; in central and southern Colorado from the iSth to 29th; and at 
Taos, NR from the i4th to 30th. 


Snowfalls expressed as a percent of December normals were: in Alaska —- 
Alyeska, 47%3 in the Cascades —- Mt. Hood Meadows, GR, 49%; Stevens Fass, WA, 
26%3 Mt. Rainier, WA, 3143 and Crystai Mtn., WA, 24%3 in the Sierra —- Aipine 
Meadows, CA 23%; and Squaw Valiey, CA, 15%3; in the Intermountain region ——- Sun 
Valley, 20%: and Bridger Bowl, MT, 24%; in Colorado —- Berthoud Fass, i082: 
Gothic, 104%: Breckenridge. 96%: Sunlight, 74%; Copper Mtn., 89%5 Monarch, 
Bix; Crested Butte, 79%3 Winter Fark, 79%; Wolf Creek, 62%: Vail, S8%: anda 
Aspen Mtn., 43%. 


Avalanche activity, mot unexpectedly, was on the light side in December. Fiaht 
reported events caught patrollers or lift skiers. On the 7th, a skier was 
injured at Big Mtn., MTs and on the Sist, a patroller at Aspen Mtn. was 
totally buried and suffered a slignt injury when caught in a smali, loose-snow 
slide. The worst incident, however, happened at Jackson Hole, WY on the 2na, 
before the area had beaqun its season. Six patrollers were setting up a sian 
line in Rendezvous Bowl when Dean's Slide pulled out above them in 2 
o-foot-deep hard siab. (This slope had been hit with two hand charges eariier 
im the day, with no avalanche release.) All six were caught. but the man. 
lowest on the slope was buried 6 feet deep. Although tne survivor= located the 
victim’s burial position with beacons, they had only one shovel among them. 
Other rescuers soon arrived, but it was 40 minutes before the victim was 
uncovered. Resuscitation failed; he had died of suffocation. This was the 
first avalanche death at Jackson Hole in 31 years of operation. 


Through December, avalanches have caught 30 people, wholly or partiy buried 
21, anjured 4, and killed 7. Three vehicles have been caught, and one damaaced. 


(Note: Tabulated data for November is included with this summary. Flease 
attach to your November narrative.) 


Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station 
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